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Following the Footsteps of Jesus
in the Bible Culture Park
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The historical recreations in the Bible Culture Park enable us
to travel through time and space, opening the door to the
mysteries of the Bible. By learning about the history and
culture of Israel in both Old and New Testament times, we can
better understand the meaning of many Bible verses and gain
insight into the plan and purpose of God—a plan that leads to
personal salvation in Jesus.

The Bible Culture Park is divided into four major areas: The

Tabernacle Area, The Synagogue Quarter, the Rock-cut Tomb,

and the Jewish Residential Quarter. Let” s follow them in
order as we follow in the footsteps of lesus!
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HWELRER & %E The Tabernacle Area
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For the l|sraelites in the time of Moses, the Tabernacle was a sacred space. From the
entrance of the Court of the Tabernacie to the Altar of Burnt Offering and the Bronze Laver,
and then moving on from the Holy Place and its internal furnishings into the Most Holy Place,
the details of the design reveal the mystery of salvation. What is the connection between the
Tabernacle and the life of Jesus 1,500 years |ater?
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The Jewish Residential Quarter
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The Synagogue Quarter
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Synagogues were a place of religious gathering for the
Jewish people in the time of Jesus, just as they are
today. The structure and furnishings of a synagogue may
seem simple, but it was a place of sincere ritual
devotion. The mikveh (ritual immersion pool). often
located beside the synagogue, is where the lewish
people immerse themselves to achieve ritual purity, just
as they did in the time of Jesus and the second Jewish
Temple (The Second Temple Period). Why do the Jewish
people value “purity” so much? Let's find out!
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The Rock-cut Tomb Area

HRSBARN » SEMEERR A REN
RTHHTT - BREMBRNAE | +FR
PTAEMERNERAR - ERHEE
R ATREH  TEMEEENAS
B BTEATRNANEE : TFERARHF &
RIENTHR  MAERRITMEEESXKEN
R
For most peaple, visiting a tomb is the closest we get to
death in this life, a place of terror and gloom. A cross,
too, is intimidating: an object of cruel punishment, But
for Christians, death and suffering have taken on a
completely different meaning after the incarnation of
Jesus Christ. The cross has become a sign of grace and

glory: a rock-cut tomb, the scene of Jesus' resurrection
to eternal life!
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The Tabernacle, also known as the “Tent of Meeting,” was a worship center that God commanded Moses to build for the Israelites. It symbolizes God's
willingness to dwell among His people, as He did when he brought them out of Egypt and into the promised land of Canaan (Exodus 26:1-30). Even after
that, the Tabernacle, which was actually a reinforced tent, continued to serve as the center of Israel’ s worship for hundreds of years.

@E}\ [ The Entrance to the Tabernacle
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As it says in the Bible, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and bless his name” (Psalm 100:4), Before entering the tent of the Taberna-
cle, you first had to pass through the curtained entrance into the Tabernacle court. This

curtained entrance was 7.5 feet (about 2.2 meters) high. woven with blue, purple, and scarlet
material and fine twisted linen (Exo. 27:16-18).

M B 2t Facing the Sunrise
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This painting, Retrato del tabernaculo de Moseh, was done by Rabbi lacob Judah Leon in 1654. The original is
displayed.in the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam. It reproduces the appearance of the Tabernacle during the
time of Moses when Isrdel was living Th thedeserteIn-the center of the camp is the Tabernacle itself, and around it
are the tents of the twelve tribes. The opening of the Tabernacle, as with all Bedouin desert tents even-today, s
facing the east, the direction of the sunrise,
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H& SR8 The Altar of Burnt Offering
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The altar was the place where the
priests offered up their sacrifices to
God. There were four main types of
animal sacrifices offered by the
Israelites: the whole burnt offering
(Lev. 1), the peace (or thanksgiv-
ing) offering (Lev. 3), the sin (or
trespass) offering (Lev. 4), and the
quilt offering (Lev. 5). There were
also food and drink offerings that
accompanied the sacrifices or which
were offered in their own right (Lev.
2). Animals used for sacrifice were

a1 to be without blemish or defect
(Deut, 17:1), symbalizing the offering of one’ s best to God. In the same
way, Jesus was a sacrifice without blemish through whose blood we can be
reconciled to God (Heb. 9:14).

55'6523:’; The Bronze Laver
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Before entering the tent of the Tabernacle, the priests washed their
hands and feet with water from the Bronze Laver that stood between
the Altar of Burnt Offering and the Tent of Meeting (Exo. 30:17-21,
40:7). The Bible doesn” t record the size of the basin. It says only
that: “Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feet with
water from it. Whenever they enter the tent of meeting, they shal
wash with water so that they will not die. Also, when they approach
the altar to minister by presenting a food offering to the Lord, they
shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not die. This is to be
a lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants for the generations
to come” (Exo. 30:19-21).

* The priests who entered the Sanctuary were not the same individuals who
offered the sacrifices that day. These were different assignments made at the
beginnifig efthe day.
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% FF[ The Sanctuary
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The Bible records that God commanded Moses: "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and | will dwell among them"
(Exo. 25:8). The most common Hebrew word used for this sanctuary is mishkan, which means “dwelling place.” It was
to be a tent-like dwelling where God would live among his people. The sanctuary was to be 10 cubits (4.5 meters) high, 10
cubits (4.5 meters) wide, and 30 cubits (13.5 meters) long (Exo. 26:15-25). Inside the tent, there was a curtain to divide
the space into two parts: the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. In the Holy Place, there was the Table of Showbread, the
Seven-branched Lampstand, and the Golden Altar of Incense; while in the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant. The
furnishings in the sanctuary were simple, yet they point prophetically to God” s plan for eternal salvation.

ﬁﬁl The Priests
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In Hebrew, the word "priest” (cohen) refers to a person dedicated to the service of the sanctuary and the altar. To serve in the
Tabernacle, priests had to be descended from Aaron, the brother of Moses. While on duty, they carried out all the duties
associated with the daily sacrifices and the maintenance of the sanctuary. They were aided in this work by the Levites, whom God
separated out from the twelve tribes to assist them (Num. 3:6-9). Only priests chosen for a specific assignment that day were
allowed to enter the Sanctuary to serve. Other priests, along with the Levites, served as helpers outside of the Sanctuary. By the
time of David and in the time of Jesus, priestly service was no longer a full time job. Ordinary priests served at the Sanctuary for
at most two weeks a year in additional to the major festivals,

188 The Seven-Branched Lampstand

aLatEEE Et*ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬂ]ﬁiﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ 2 (H25:3237) - tkﬁ %&“Fﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ E’\J;‘t,«ﬁ ﬁﬁﬂ;ﬂ:
HER BEFERE (F242-4) - ZABMMADHERZRPER—ELRE » RESHHESE :
. "BECHNESN : TAEEERN  ARBEAR  DEEAREAMNBLERFE., 5 (246) - BEEH
HOf e B RARARER - hRAMNE "THNERRNANE - RREBELAKX, (§119105) - M@
MELWMPHNEZ—K KALEBECHHBRRRE  BHMHENER (X25:1-13) -
There was a golden lampstand (the menorah) in the sanctuary made of one talent of fine gold (about 36 kg, Exc. 25:39). On the lampstand were seven
lamps, one atop each of its seven branches (Exo. 25:32,37). These were the only source of light in the sanctuary. They were kept lit both morning
and night (Lev. 24:2-4). When the prophet Zechariah saw a seven-branched lampstand in a vision, an angel told him its meaning:  “Not by might
nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord”  (Zech. 4:6). The lamps and the oil in them is a frequent symbol of the Holy Spirit. They also symbol-
\ ize the Word of God: "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path” (Psalm 119:105). Like the virgins in lesus”  parable, we must keep our
lamps lit in anticipation of lesus” return (Matt. 25:1-13).
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PREZEH S The Table of Showbread
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Twelve loaves of bread were laid out on the Table of
Showbread, symbolizing the twelve tribes of Israel (Exo.
25:23-30). This bread was replaced every seven days, when
the old bread was eaten by the priests. This is the same bread
given to King David and his men when he was escaping from
King Saul, even though it was only to be eaten by priests (Lev.
24:9, 1 Sam. 21:1-6). Jesu$ used this incident as a picture of
God' s mercy when debating with the Pharisees (Matt.
12:3-7).

ﬁéig The Golden Altar of Incense
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The Golden Altar of Incense was made of acacia wood overlaid with pure gold. “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take fragrant spices—gum resin, onycha and
galbanum—and pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, and make a fragrant blend of incense, the work of a perfumer. It is to be salted and pure and sacred. Grind some of
it to powder and place it in front of the Ark of the Covenant in the tent of meeting, where | will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you”  (Exodus 30:34-36). Twice a day,
a priest would place hot coals on the Altar of Incense and then spread out the powdered incense on the coals (Exo. 30:7-8). This is what Zechariah, the father of lohn the
Baptist was doing when he was met by an angel announcing the birth of his son (Luke 1:8-22).

Incense represents the prayers of God” s people to Him (Psa. 141:2, Rev. 5:8). So naturally, the time of offering incense came to be a time of prayer for the Jewish people.
These are the “times of prayer” mentioned in the New Testament (Luke 1:10, Acts 3:1). After the incense was offered, the priest would go out to declare the blessing of
God over His people (Lev. 9:23). In New Testament times, Christians continued for many years to offer up prayers at the times of the incense offering in the Temple (Acts
1)
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% Fﬁ The Holy of Holies
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The innermost part of the Sanctuary, separated by a curtain or veil, was the Holy of Holies (Exo. 26:33). This is the veil that was split in two when Jesus died on
the cross (Matt. 27:51). At the time, some understood this to be a symbol of divine mourning for the death of Jesus, others understood it to be a prophetic sign
of the coming destruction of the sanctuary that took place forty years later.

No one was allowed to enter the Hely of Holies except the high priest once a year (Lev. 16:2). This took place on the Day of Atonement, when the high priest would
enter the Holy of Holies to burn incense and sprinkle the blood of a bull and a goat before the Lord (Lev. 16:3-18). This was done to make atonement for the Holy
Place (Lev. 16:19). This is the same priestly ministry that Jesus exercised when he entered the more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, making atonement with his blood
(Heb. 9:11-12).

* that the barrier between God and humans disappeared. Henceforth, through the blood of Jesus Christ, we can approach God™ s throne directly. (John 14:6). If this s true, why do we
need lesus as our heavenly high priest to intercede for us before the Father? (Rom. 8:34). John 14:6 says that we come to the Father through Jesus, not on our own.

A£2 5] The High Priest
57 =1 ly.ﬁﬂﬂi’.ﬁ%t s The high priest was the highest religious
P, % % ‘F’FE Bﬁ ‘VFHH& L official in Israel. He wore several sacred

garments as a symbol of his office. These
included a breastpiece, an ephad, a
robe, a woven tunic, a turban, and a
sash (Exo. 28:4). The breastpiece
contained the Urim and the
Thummim. These were used by the
high priest to seek God " s will. The
breastpiece was adorned with
twelve precious stones, represent-

tribes of Israel (Exo.

er the Holy of Holies, *
ear on the Day of
en he entered the

was the only person g _

%-ﬁfﬁ{‘\iﬂ‘ (%&8:34) -

* KREFREHEATLEETEAZER  priest, has entered the heavenly
B (Fl16:4) o Holy of Holies to intercede for us
: before the Father (Rom. 8:34).
* The high priest only wore white linen
when he entered the Holy of Holies
(Lev. 16:4).

ﬁ“]*ﬁ The Ark of the Covenant
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There was only one ltem in the Hol < the Ark of the Coven: e -

Ark represented the throne of God I

acacia wood, 112.5 cm long, 67
contained the tablate-

(Exo. 5 17). This s where. biood was spﬂnk[edb%jr the high priest on the
Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:14-15). This was a manifestation of God's 2 N

grace and mercy to forgive and cleanse us from sin and impurity, According . ¢
to the New Testament, Jesus became our “place of atonement” on the ey B 'f'l
cross (Rom. 3:25). Because of his sacrifice and orr faiti 1= v, e can now 7

come before God with confidence that fie \"”'-lu_‘L.tlIJ (Eph. 3 §

On the Iid of the Ark wer
between the-two cheruJ!.r Lhr voice of t
2522 Num £89) Though modem
cherubim In the form of Waknen, at the time they
animaklike beings formed from the most d:
animals: Exanples ORthese temifying creatures can br seen in Ezekiel 1:5-9
Rev. 4:6-8, and artistic fepresentations from t _
* The original Hebrew cublt, which i as now been confirmed by archeologica
excavation, was 45 cm.
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efits that Moses had r

on Mt. Sinai (Deut. 10{@. These were also known as
the “tablets of the testimony,” witnesses to the's y believers in Jesus no Io‘ﬁger have the commandments

of God written on tablets of stone, but “on their h Jer. 31:3372 Cor. 3:3). This is the testimony of God" s Hoiff'Spirit in'our lives, by which we become

Jna (BXo. 16:33, Num. 17:6-10, Heb. 9:4).
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After the destruction of the Kingdom of Judah by the Babylonians in Old Testament times, the Israelites were taken into exile far to the north of Israel.
Unable to worship in their Temple, they continued to meet together. These local meetings gradually developed into synagogue worship. In the time of Jesus,
the furnishings of the synagogue were simple. There were no chairs in the center of the room, only three or four rows of step-like seats around the outer
walls. This is because much of the worship was done standing to show respect to God. In later times, men and women were separated in worship, either
with the women on a second floor above or separated by a partition or screen. But whether or not this was also done in Jesus” day is currently unknown.
Many early churches also divided men and women in this way.

There was also a large table for reading from the Bible scrolls and a seat for the one preaching the message. Jesus, too, read from the scrolls in this way
and then sat down to preach, as Luke records that he did in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21). There was also an “ark” or box that held the Bible (Torah) scrolls.
InJesus' day, this “ark” for the scrolls had wheels and could be moved when necessary. Today, the “ark™ in a synagogue is a large cabinet at the
front of the room.

lg FAE}3 The Seat of Moses
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In the synagogue, there was a prominent chair that stood near the table for reading the Bi
set on a raised platform atop a short flight of stairs to make it higher than the heads of th
the message that day would sit in this seat and teach from the Law of Moses, there
a result, this chair was known 16 sat of Moses.” In Matthew 23, Jesus
teachings of the scribes and F eat of Moses, but not to act as the
do them” ' '
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In addition to the problem of sin, the Law of Moses is also
concerned with the problem of ritual uncleanness. This unclean-
ness made it impossible to come into the presence of God in the
Tabernacle or later into the Temple in Jerusalem. To cleanse
yourself, you would often have to immerse in a ritual bath (a
mikveh), and then wait until evening to be cleansed (Lev. 15).
Ritual uncleanness came from such things as touching a dead
body or a dead animal, giving birth, and even from certain ritual
functions of the priests. This uncleanness could also be transmit-
ted to others the unclean person came in contact with before
immersing. The woman with the issue of blood healed by Jesus
had been unclean in this way for twelve years (Luke 8:43-44).

Taking a ritual bath was also one of the steps required for conver-
sion to Judaism, John the Baptist combined a ritual bath with
repentance as a means of preparation for the coming of the
Messiah ( “And they were being baptized by him in the Jordan
River when they confessed their sins,” Matt. 3:6). This is similar
te the way that baptism is still used today in Christianity: as a sign

FE[B The Sheepfold
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In ancient times, the Israelites often herded sheep
and goats in the wilderness, far away from the
-y villages and agricultural fields. This meant they
B \vould have to stay out at night with their flocks, To
{4 protect their animals, the shepherds would stack
i stones to make a sheepfold. Each sheepfold had
| only a single opening so the shepherd could
| control when the animals when in or out of the fold.
Once the animals were gathered in the fold at
night, the shepherd would lie down in this opening
s0 the animals couldn” t go in or out without his
I knowing about it. This is what Jesus was talking
about when he said. “I am the gate; whoever

; B ik Al enters through me will be saved. They will come in
and go out, and find pasture”  (John 10:7-9). Jesus is the “great Shepherd of the
sheep” who cares for us and keeps us safe against the attacks of the enemy (John
10:11-14, Heb. 13:20).

7K The well
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Israel is a dry country with few streams or rivers. In many areas, the only way to get
drinking water is to dig a deep well down through many meters of solid rock. The Bible
records that Abraham dug wells, as well as Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 26:15-32). At one of
the wells dug by Jacob, Jesus later had a visit with a Samaritan woman. He asked the

wioman for a drink of water and revealed secrets about her life. As a result, the woman
believed that he was the Messiah (lohn 4:5-42).
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When Jesus was led to crucifixion, he was taken outside the city walls of Jerusalem. Here, along one of the major streets leading into the city, stood upright posts
ready for the day’ s victims. Nearby were tombs into one of which Jesus would soon be laid.

The standard procedure was for the prisoner to be whipped prior to crucifixion. This was part of the process, which was intended to degrade and humiliate the
victim. Then the prisoner would carry the crossbeam of his cross (the patibulum) to the place of execution. Here, the Roman soldiers drove nails into the
prisoner’ s wrists or hands, as well as into their ankle joints. Ropes may also have been used to support the prisoner” s body weight. The prisoners were then
left hanging on the cross, bleeding in pain, until they died.

+ $ ?ﬂ The Cross
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Crucifixion was one of the Roman Empire's favorite methods of executing prisoners. In Israel, the upright wooden pillar of the cross
was often a rooted olive tree from which the branches had been stripped away. This helps explain why the cross is so often called
“the tree” in the original language of the Bible (Acts 5:30, 10:39, etc.). As a result, the actual height of the cross was not as high
as shown in Christian movies and art, but was just a little higher than the average person's height. From this height, the crucified
prisoner would be at eye level with the people passing by. This was done intentionally to fill people with fear of the power of Rome.

EIRE R EMAIA = The Rock-cut Tomb
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The tomb where lesus’  body was buried after his crucifixion was the private tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph was a wealthy man
and secret follower of Jesus (John 19:38). His tomb, as with many Jewish tombs at the time, was a stone chamber dug by hand out of
the rock with a space for preparing the dead for burial. There were also inner recesses (known as kochim) used for burial. There were
usually several of these recesses, since these tombs were used not for individuals, but for entire families generation after generation.

First, the body would be washed and wrapped in fine linen cloths. This included anointing the body and cloths with aromatic cils. Then
the body was pushed into one of the recesses.

The main entrance to the tomb had a rock plug that sealed the entrance to prevent animals from entering and damaging the remains. In
the case of a few wealthy tombs, like that of Jesus, the tomb was sealed with a rolling stone door. This was a fulfillment of the prophecy
of Isaiah 53:9:  “He will make his tomb...with one who is rich in his death.” After a year, the remains decayed to the point where only
the skeleton remained. Then the bones were taken out of the recess and placed in a small stone box known as an ossuary. This ossuary
was then stored permanently elsewhere in the tomb.,

Hﬂﬁi B‘Jfﬁ 78 Jesus’ Resurrection
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Jesus was laid in the tomb on Friday evening, just before the Sabbath began at sunset (Luke 23:54). Then, on the day after the Sabbath, early on Sunday mormning, Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb of Jesus with spices to anoint the body of Jesus. Along the way, they said, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance
of the tomb for us?”  (Mark 16:3) They were worried because the stone blocking the entrance to the tomb was set on an angled track which made it difficult to apen. But when
they arrived, the tomb had already been opened and Jesus had left (Mark 16:4-5)! From death, he had been raised to eternal life. As a result, the tomb is no longer a symbol of
death for Christians, but a sign of hope. For it is through the empty tomb that Jesus preclaims His victory over death and His resurrection from the dead!
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Walking into an ancient Jewish residential area is like walking into the living space of Jesus during his time on earth. Even the flowers, plants, and trees
have Biblical stories to tell. When these scenes from daily life come to life before our eyes, we are able to clearly understand the simple and down-to-earth
message of Jesus about the kingdom of God!

?Iﬁ:k E% The Ancient Jewish Home
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Two-floored homes were common in ancient Israel. The family living quarters were often on the second floor. These were the “upper rooms” mentioned
in the Bible, in one of which Jesus celebrated his last Passover Meal (Luke 22:12). The first floor was used for the family business. In Galilee, the homes
were humble. Their roofs were made of cedar beam supports covered with straw and 5-10 cm of dried mud. This explains how when lesus was preaching
in a house in Capernaum, four men “dug through” the roof to lower their paralyzed friend before Jesus (Mark 2:4). When Jesus saw their faith and zeal,
he healed their friend (Mark 2:11-12).

g@ﬁ The Double Yoke
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Much of Israel is at the edge of the desert. There is usually just enough rain for wheat
and barley, but not enough for rice. The common practice was to plow the land with
two animals yoked together, as Elisha was doing when he was found by Elijah (1 Kings I
19:19). However, if two different animals, an ox, and a donkey, were yoked together, ®
they could easily stumble or be injured because of the difference in strength and
footing. That is why Deuteronomy 22:10 says, "Do not plow with an ox and a donkey
together.” In a similar way, the apostle Paul taught "“Do not be unequally yoked
together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). Although many apply this verse exclusively
to marriage, it actually applies to any intimate working relationship that compromises
our relationship with God, including temple worship of pagan gods.
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When the grain was ripe, it was cut, bound, and left to dry in the fields. Then it was taken to a threshing floor, a flat area of exposed
rock, often surrounded by a low wall. These were found atop low hills where they could catch the breeze. Here the grain was laid

out and crushed by a threshing sled pulled by animals. This cracked open the husk of the grain, which permitted the kernel of grain

to fall out. Then the grain was thrown up into the air with a winnowing fork, as Boaz did in the time of Ruth (Ruth 3:2). The breeze
would separate the edible kernels of grain from the rest, known as chaff. The kernels were stored for later use, while the chaff
was often burned up. This process of winnowing was used by Jesus as an image of judgment at the coming of the Messiah, when

“he will burn the chaff with unguenchable fire” (Matt. 3:12).

The kernels were then cleaned by shaking them around in a sieve, another image of judgment (Isa. 30:28, Amos 9:9). This is

what Jesus was referring to when he warned his disciples, "Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat" (Luke 22:31).

£ I stone Jars
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Taking ritual baths, as we saw at the mikveh, was not the only way the Jewish people maintained ritual
purity. In the time of Jesus, it also became popular to use stone vessels for eating and drinking, since
stone, the rabbis taught, could never become ritually unclean. These included large stone jars that were
used in preparing drinks. The jars, filled with water, were placed under a small table on which cups or
glasses were set out. The cups had wine poured in them, and then some water scooped up from the
stone jars. The wine and water were then mixed together. These large stone jars are mentioned in the
first miracle of Jesus at the wedding at Cana: “Now there were six stone water pots standing there in
compliance with the purity laws of the lews, holding 20-30 gallons each” (John 2:6). When Jesus'
mother noticed that the wine was running out, she mentioned it to Jesus. Jesus then told the servants to
refill the stone water pots and take some of the water to the master of the banquet (John 2:8). When
they did, the master of the banquet tasted it and found that the water had become choice wine! According

to John, this was the first miracle of Jesus’ ministry (John 2:11).
* Ritual handwashing was a new idea in the time of Jesus and was not done by everyone, including lesus.

e

21



?Ei(é%ﬁ . («TE =

THE JEWISH RESIDENTIAL QUARTER =| Bible Garden

FEHR  ASBOBAFES2HEE ETRETRIEE - BETHRULNRE0E
SEEMEETA (FHBThickiones) -+ {8 b RHEEME AR ERBHE - FHit
FEMRBRI ORI A A &+ TSR R R A -

In ancient times, most Jewish families were involved in agriculture in one way or another, This likely included Jesus® family. Although he and
his father Joseph had a specialized trade as builders (tektones in Greek), they would also be very familiar with the work taking place in the
fields all around them in Nazareth. As a result, lots of agricultural imagery made its way into the teaching of Jesus, as in the rest of Bible.

% E Grapes
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Grapes were one of the most important crops grown in Israel, and still are today. They are the first agricultural crop mentioned by name in the Bible ( “No-
ah...planted a vineyard,” Gen. 9:20). The grapevine was also used as a symbol of the Jewish people: “You transplanted a vine from Egypt” refers to the

Exodus in the time of Moses (Psalm 80:8). In the New Testament, Jesus compared Himself to the true vine and His disciples to its branches (John 15:1-6).

Every year in the early spring, grapevines have to be pruned to preserve the quality of the grapes. This is done with small pruning hooks (or pruning knives),
which are mentioned several times in the Bible. These pruning knives are mentioned as a symbol of peace in the kingdom of Messiah, “they will beat their
spears into pruning hooks” (lsa. 2:4). This pruning is very dramatic: as much as ninety percent of the previous year' s growth is cut away. This makes
Jesus' teaching quite alarming:  “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, he takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes that it may
bear more fruit” (John 15:2).

In Israel, grapes are one of the fruit crops harvested in the fall. This gives another name to the Feast of Tabernacles that celebrates this harvest: the Feast
of Ingathering, when all the ripe fruit is gathered in. Grapes were eaten fresh or dried to make raisins. But most were used to make wine.

%@,@1‘?& The Winepress
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To make wine, grapes were laid out in a flat shallow basin with a plastered floor. This was the treading floor of the winepress. Here they were tread on by groups
of people with their bare feet. This was done because the grape seeds have a bitter taste and breaking them would affect the taste of the grape juice.

The juice produced on the treading floor, known as  “new wine,” then flowed out a channel and into a vat. From the vat, the juice was strained through a linen
cloth and placed into storage jars or goat skins where the fermentation process took place.

: The grape harvest was an exciting time when those treading the grapes would shout and sing (ler. 25:30). As a result, the juice flowing out of the wine press
o, Wwesa symbol of end times blessing (Amos 9:13).
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The olive tree was the most valuable cash crop in the Middle East. Even
today, the hills of Galilee are covered with olive trees. The olive tree has a
knobby and twisted trunk with small leaves that are a grayish-green color.
Today most would not think of the olive as a beautiful tree, but that” s what
it was considered in ancient Israel: “His beauty will be like the olive tree”
(Hosea 14:6). Why was it considered so beautiful? Because it was useful for
s0 many things—not only for food and wood, but for cil. This oil was burned
to produce light in lamps and was used to make medicine, cosmetics, and
soap.

In the New Testament, the olive tree is used as a symbol of God" s chosen
people. The natural olive branches represent Jewish believers in Jesus; the
wild olive branches, which have been grafted in, represent Gentile believers in
Jesus (Rom. 11:16-24). But both grow from the same holy root of faith (Rom.
11:16).
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Since the fermenting wine produces gas, new, flexible wineskins are needed
to store it. If old and inflexible skins are used, the gas produced may burst
them. Jesus mentioned this in a parable that explains the difference between
his disciples and the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees (Matt.
9:14-17). These other disciples were “old wineskins,” students who had
long followed the traditional teaching of the Pharisees. But Jesus needed

“fresh wineskins” that would be able to accept and pass on his new
teaching about the Kingdom of God.

*H*%‘:HH% The Olive Press
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To extract oil from ripe olives, they were first crushed in a circular
crushing basin known as an olive mill. This was done with a heavy circular
stone that was rolled over them. This mass of crushed olives was then
placed in a basket or sack which was put into an olive press under a heavy
rock. This rock was then pressed down on the sack of olive mush, which
pressed out the oil and water from the pulp. This liquid was collected and
placed in jars where the oil and water separated. In the older presses,
known as beam presses, stone weights were added to the beam to
increase pressure on the sack of olive mush. The first stone produced the
highest quality oil, which was used for religious purposes and for fragrant
oils used for anointing. When a second stone was added, this produced oil
used for cooking. The third stone produced oil used for lamps, while the
addition of a fourth stone produced oil used to make soap.

The place where Jesus prayed the night of his arrest was the “Garden of
the Olive Press” known in Hebrew as the Garden of Gethsemane. As he
lay here, stretched out on the ground in fervent prayer, his sweat was
thick and heavy “like drops of blood” (Matt.26:39, Luke 22:44). This
made him appear much like a bag being pressed out in an oil press.
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On the night that the Lord led the Israelites out of Egypt, Moses said to the Israelites, “Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it
into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall
go out of the door of your house until morning. When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he
will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the
destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down” (Exodus 12:22-23).

Hyssop is a common spice in the Middle East and is also used for medicinal purposes. The priests used hyssop in the

purification of a leper and of a “leprous” house after they had been cleansed (Lev. 14:4-6, 49-52). (The leprosy of a

house probably refers to some kind of mold.) It was also used to sprinkle water mixed with the ashes of a red heifer to

purify from contact with the dead (Num. 19:17-19). This was the most serious form of ritual uncleanness. It required

two sprinklings over seven days to be made clean again. This Is the ritual King David was referring to when he said,
“Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash me, and | will be whiter than snow™ (Psalm 51:7).

When Jesus was hanging on the cross, just before he died, they used a branch of hyssop to lift up a sponge dipped in
wine vinegar (John 19:29). This was to give him something to drink. Wine vinegar was a common and inexpensive drink
that helped to guench your thirst. Some imagine that the branch of hyssop was needed because Jesus was high off the
ground. But actually, hyssop is a short bush that only grows to about a meter in height. The branch was probably used
so they could avoid coming too close to the “criminal.” . -
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While mustard grows from what many today would consider a large bush, in Israel all shrubs with woody stems are considered trees,
even grape vines. Mustard is native to North Africa, the Middle East, Persia, and all the way to the barren and arid lands of northern
India. Jesus used it as a metaphor for the kingdom of heaven, saying, “The kingdom of God...is like a mustard seed, which when it is
sown on the soil is smaller than all the seeds on the soil. Yet when sown, it grows and becomes larger than all garden plants, with such
big branches that the birds of the air can live in its shade.” (Mark 4:30-32). Some are puzzled by this saying, since the mustard seed
is clearly not the smallest of all seeds. Yet the attentive reader will note that Jesus is comparing it to seeds used in agriculture. And
among the seeds used by farmers in Israel at the time, it was clearly the smallest.

Jesus also used the small size of the mustard seed as a parable of faith: “Amen | say to you, if you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew

17:20). Great works of faith, in other words, do not require some unattainable great faith, but rather any amount of genuine faith will
do.
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Tyroposan or Central Vall sy — =2 4N S In the time of Solomon, the Tabernacle that had existed from the time of Moses
b was replaced by a stone Temple. This Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians
(in 586 BC) and then rebuilt after the Jewish people returned from exile (Ezra
5-6, ¢. 516 BC). What you see here is a model of the appearance of the walls of
the Second Jewish Temple after it had been expanded and enlarged by Herod the
Great (after 20 BC). Herod was the one ruling as king of the Jews when Jesus
was born (Matt. 2:1). So this is how the walls looked when Jesus saw them, and
as they still appear in many places today.

The most famous remaining section of the Second Temple today is the Wailing
Wall, also known as the Western Wall. It is just one small section of the huge
retaining wall that elevates the Temple grounds to as much as 24 meters above
the original ground level. This massive raised area, known as the Temple Mount,
is where the famous golden-domed Dome of the Rock, a Muslim shrine, is located
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today. This is a huge area, more than 140,000 square meters in size.

Each row of stones in the original retaining wall was exactly 1.2 meters high. These are the amazing walls and stones that Jesus' disciples were looking at
when they said, “Look, teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” (Mark 13:1). How did Jesus respond? “Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left on another that will not be torn down”  (Mark 13:2).

This s exactly what happened forty years later, after a Jewish revolt broke out against the Romans. After three years of intense fighting, the Roman general
Titus captured Jerusalem and demolished the entire city, including the Temple (in AD 70). Many years after that, the Muslims conquered lerusalem (in AD 637).
They rebuilt the Temple area as a Muslim holy area (the “Noble Sanctuary,” al-Haram al-Sharif), which it remains today.

For many centuries, the Jewish people have prayed at various places around the ancient retaining wall of the Temple. The current Western Wall has been a place
of prayer and pilgrimage for the Jewish people since the Middle Ages. Many write their prayers on small pieces of paper and then push them into cracks caused
by the weathering of the walls.

SFEESRBREBLRBNDEBENRE  ERNT LEOER  MEMZET R ? SFHEETHN
BAMEFR - RENEFAULEFTEA—NKA » DIBEANE  NOBEWHEREREZ
PR BEEFRAERER MEUSEREXESIN "BEZR ., (FAKE
geniza) * ARERBzREA Y & BEEBFEBIABHEUERE - RAEREEHEEE

T RABMELSYHNET  FEEREEERNRE  MEZEEBEHE -

With hundreds and thousands of visitors every year, where will all the thousands of notes go? Every year during

Passover and Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), the chief rabbi of the Wailing Wall leads a small group of people

with brooms and wooden sticks to carefully dig the notes out of the cracks in the wall, The notes are not thrown away,
but collected and taken to a special geniza (a storage place). When the storage place is full, they are moved tothe Mount =
of Olives for burial. Why is this done so carefully? Because notes with God's name wntteﬂ on, them can’ thbe thrown away -
or burned, but need to be buried properly in the ground. ! 3
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We hope that you have enjoyed your visit to the Bible Culture Park. If you have
a prayer concern or would like to know more about Jesus and the Christian
faith, please mention it to one of our staff members. We would be happy to talk
and pray with you. Have a blessed day!
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Seeing Jesus in the Footsteps of Love
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Be a Disciple of Jesus:

Lillian R. Dickson and the Mustard Seed Mission’s Serving Footsteps
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